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1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  4b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  0T  UT,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appropriate 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS  AMERICAL  DIVISION  ARTILLERY 
APO  San  Francisco  96374 


AVDF-ATCO  15  February  1970 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Americal  Division  Artillery 
Period  Ending  31  January  1970,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  (C)  Section  1:  Operations 

a.  (U)  Command: 


(1)  Colonel  Leslie  B.  Hardy  commanded  Americal  Division  Artillery 
during  this  report. 

(2)  The  following  units  were  assigned,  attached  or  under  operational 
control  of  Americal  Division  Artillery: 

(a)  1st  Battalion,  14th  Artillery  remained  assigned.  LTC  Boris  Pogoloff 
assumed  connand  on  15  January  1970,  replacing  LTC  Clifford  J.  Phifer  who 
commanded  through  14  January  1970. 

(b)  3d  Battalion,  82d  Artillery  remained  assigned.  LTC  Oscar  L. 

Faulkner  assumed  connand  on  21  November  1969,  replacing  LTC  Herbert  E.  Knight 
who  conmanded  through  20  November  1969. 

(c)  6th  Battalion,  11th  Artillery  remained  assigned,  LTC  Paul  R.  Gleave 
conmanded  during  the  period  of  this  report. 

(d)  1st  Battalion,  82d  Artillery  remained  assigned.  LTC  Ellsco  J. 

Garcia  assumed  command  on  15  December  1969,  replacing  LTC  James  M.  Compton 
who  commanded  through  14  December  1969, 

(e)  3d  Battalion,  16th  Artillery  remained  attached.  LTC  Grover  A. 

Dubose  assumed  command  on  15  December  1969,  replacing  LTC  Andrew  R.  Foster 
Jr.,  who  commanded  through  14  December  1969. 

(f)  3d  Battalion,  18th  Artillery  remained  attached,  LTC  William  F. 
Slfford  conmanded  during  the  period  of  this  report. 


(g)  Battery  G.  55th  Artillery  (MG)  remained  attached.  CPT  Dennis  R. 
Blanton  conmanded  during  the  period  of  this  report. 
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(h)  3d  Platoon,  Battery  C,  29th  Artillery  (SLT)  attached  to  thr- 
Aaerlcal  Division  remained  further  attached  to  Battery  C,  55th  Artillery  (Mi,;. 
1LT  Jon  Coray  connanded  during  the  period  of  thle  report. 

(I)  23 1 st  Co»nter<nortar  Radar  Detachment  remained  attached.  CW2  Wlndell 
L.  Grout  connanded  during  the  period  of  thin  report. 

(J)  23 2d  Countnrmortar  Radar  Datachmant  remained  attached.  Wtil  Lee  F. 
Jemlgen  assumed  command  on  10  January  1970  replacing  CW2  Thomas  M.  Roper  who 
coossandad  through  9  January  1970. 

(k)  271st  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Surveillance  Radar)  remained 

attached.  LT.  William  Wilson  assumed  command  on  26  December  1969  replacing 
2LT  Garold  M.  Johnson  who  connanded  through  27  December  1969. 

b.  (C)  Operations:  At  the  beginning  of  the  period  four  main  operations 
ware  being  conducted  within  the  Amerlcal  Division  TA01 .  These  were  Operations 
FREDERICK  HILL,  GENEVA  PARK,  IRON  MOUNTAIN,  and  NANTUCKET  BEACH.  Operations  in 
the  above  AO's  consisted  primarily  of  preemptive  operations  against  enemy 
base  camps  and  staging  areas.  Primary  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  1969 
Accelerated  Pacification  Program.  ARCLIGHT  strikes  were  conducted  followed 
by  multl-battallon  sired  exploitation  of  the  bombed  area.  Whenever  feasible 
joint  operations  were  conducted  between  ARVN  Regiments  and  US  Brigades 
with  US  Battalions  operating  in  conjunction  with  aRVN  Battalion.  Artillery 
moves  were  made  consistent  with  the  above  operations.  During  the  period 
1600  hours  24  December  •  1800  hours  25  December  1969  and  1800  hours  31 
December  -  1800  hours  1  January  1970,  a  cease  fire  was  in  effect. 

Specific  operations  In  the  Amerlcal  TAOI  were  as  follows: 

The  196th  Inf  Bde,  1st  Sqdn,  1st  Cav  and  the  5th  ARVN  Regt  continued 
operations  in  FREDERICK  HILL  AO.  Light  contact  throughout  the  A0  with  the 
following  significant  contacts.  On  14  November  1969,  B/3-2 l  made  moderate 
contact.  Significant  contact  was  made  by  R/3-2I ,  A/1-1  Cav  and  C/3-21  on 
11  January  1970.  A  &  B  Trp/1-1  Cav  were  in  moderate  to  heavy  contact  on 
12,  13  January  1970. 

The  198th  Inf  Bde  with  the  6th  ARVN  Regt  continued  operations  in  GENEVA 
PARK  A0.  Light  contact  continued  throughout  the  AO  with  the  following 
significant  contacts.  On  13  December  1969,  D/1-1,  C/1-1  and  1st  Pit  of 
Aero-Rifle  Scouts  made  moderate  contact  with  estimated  NVA  Company. 

The  5th  Bn,  46th  Inf  with  two  battalions  of  the  6th  ARVN  continued 
operations  In  NANTUCKET  BEACH  AO.  Light  contact  continued  in  the  A0  during 
the  entire  period. 

The  l 1th  Inf  Bde  with  the  4th  ARVN  Regt  continued  operations  In  IRON 
MOUNTAIN  AO.  Light  contact  continued  In  the  A0  with  the  following  significant 
contacts.  On  13  November  1969,  moderate  contact  was  made  by  174th  gunshlp. 
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During  the  period  the  196th,  198th,  11th  Brigades  and  the  1/1  Cav 
utilised  Navel  Gunfire  for  preparations,  interdiction  fire  and  observed 
fire  against  confirmed  targets. 

c.  (C)  Artiller,  E.-yo-*.: 

(1)  The  1st  Battalion,  14th  Artillery  provided  direct  support  for  the 
198th  Bde  in  the  GENEVA  PARK  AO  during  the  entire  period.  Other  FWMAF 
elements,  such  as  USMC  Combined  Action  Platoons,  also  received  fire  support 
during  the  period. 

(a)  Initially,  A/1-14  was  at  LZ  GATOR  (BS  573965)  with  4  howitzers  and 
LZ  DOTTIE  (BS  631852)  with  4  howitzers  (2  howitzers  attached  from  B/l-14). 

On  20  December  1969,  2  howitzers  moved  from  LZ  GATOR  to  HA  THANH  (BS  381701) 
to  support  an  operation  by  1-52  Inf  and  D/1-1  Cav.  On  21  December  1969, 

1  howitzer  was  moved  from  LZ  DOTTIE  to  HA  THANH  to  replace  one  brought 
back  for  support  maintenance.  On  22  December  1969,  the  2  howitzers 
returned  by  air  to  LZ  GATOR  and  1  howitzer  continued  by  road  to  LZ  DOTTIE. 

On  30  December  1969,  2  howitzers  moved  by  road  to  SON  TINH  (BS  643762)  from 
LZ  DOTTIE  to  support  infantry  elements  securing  MY  LAI  (4).  On  31  December 
1969,  3  howitzers  moved  from  LZ  GATOR  to  OP  GEORGE  (BS  468877).  On 

6  January  1970,  the  2  howitzers  returned  to  LZ  DOTTIE  by  road  from  SON  TINH. 
On  10  January  1970,  the  3  howitzers  returned  from  OP  GEORGE  to  LZ  GATOR.  In 
addition,  A/1-14  provided  interdiction  fires  for  the  CHU  LAI  rocket  pocket. 

(b)  B/l-14  remained  0PC0N  to  3-82  Artillery  with  priority  of  fires  to 
the  1-46  Inf.  Four  howitzers  remained  at  LZ  PROFESSIONAL  (BS  177077)  and 

2  howitzers  remained  at  LZ  DOTTIE,  attached  to  A/1-14. 

(c)  C/l-14  provided  support  to  the  1-6  Inf  during  the  entire  period. 

On  3  December  1969,  2  howitzers  moved  from  FSB  FAT  CITY  (BS  439075)  to 

OP  GEORGE  in  support  of  an  operation  by  1-6  Inf.  On  5  December  1969,  the 
2  howitzers  returned  to  FSB  FAT  CITY.  On  31  December  1969,  1  howitzer 
moved  by  road  to  LZ  GATOR  and  was  attached  to  A/ 1-14.  On  2  January  1970 
l  howitzer  went  to  LZ  GATOR  to  support  A/ 1-14  and  returned  to  FSB  FAT  CITY 
the  same  day.  On  10  January  1970,  1  howitzer  returned  to  FSB  FAT  CITY 
from  LZ  GATOR.  On  21  January  1970,  2  howitzers  were  air-lifted  from  FSB 
FAT  CITY  to  HILL  497  (BT  187050)  and  placed  OPCON  to  B/l-14  to  support  a 
company  from  1-46  Inf.  In  addition,  they  provided  interdiction  fires  for 
the  CHU  LAI  rocket  pocket. 

(d)  D/1-14  proviabd  support  to  1-52  Inf  during  the  entire  period.  On 
12  November  1969,  2  howitzers  moved  from  LZ  STINSON  (BS  539824)  to  OP  GEORGE 
(BS  470867)  to  support  D/1-52  Inf  CA.  On  16  November  1969,  the  2  howitzers 
returned  to  LZ  STINSON.  On  12  January  1970,  the  2  howitzers  returned  to 

LZ  STINSON.  From  LZ  STINSON-,  the  battery  fired  many  HE  and  ICM  missions 
in  the  Horseshoe  Area  (Tra  Khuc  River)  against  targets  acquired  by  the 
TPS-25  Ground  Surveillance  Radar  and  GVQ-10  Integrated  Observation  System 
on  OP  1  (BS  516778). 

(2)  The  3d  Battalion,  82d  Artillery  remained  in  direct  support  of  the 
196th  Inf  Bde  in  the  FREDERICK  HILL  A0. 
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A/3.32  Arty  provided  dl  c.  jupport  from  FSB  HAWK  ri  ^753'-';) 

for  the  2-1  Inf  during  tie  entu  ;  p  rlod,  On  30  November  1969,  3  howitzers 
novad  to  NEW  riAU  DUC  (if  071061)  to  provide  dimot  support  for  the  1-46  Inf, 
which  conducted  a  reconnaissance  In  *orce  operation  in  the  vicinity  of  OLD 
nAU  DUC,  On  7  December  1969,  the  3  hovitters  returned  to  FSBJIA^KhxLL ,  On 
3  January  1970,  2  hovitiars  moved  to  "Ail  KY  (<3T  292230)  to  provide  direct 
■upport  to  the  1-1  Cav  which  is  conducting  a  reconnaissance  in  *'orce  opera- 
tioi.  ’■’eat  of  TAl.  AY,  The  2  howitzer*  are  currently  at  TAn  ICY. 

(b)  3/3-82  Arty  refined  at  ‘*'33  C  .NT2R  (9T  05l2'i9)  in  tlrr-ct  support 
of  the  3-21  Inf  (tiring  the  entire  period, 

(c)  C/3-82  Arty  remained  at  FSB  SIBERIA  (AT  903232)  in  -*ir**ct  support 
of  the  4-31  In*  during  th«  entire  period, 

(3)  The  6th  Battalion,  11th  Artillery  remained  in  direct  support  of  the 
ltth  Inf  3de  and  supported  operations  in  the  I -Ou  uGU.<T/IN  -0, 

(a)  A/6-11  g^ve  priority  Of  fires  to  the  3-1  an-*  21  Inf  in  *he 
southern  portion  0*  the  AO,  On  4  January  1970,  4  howitzers  moved  *rom  L- 
Dii3^IE  (85  369319)  to  IILL  285  (BS  820235)  to  support  a  multi-battalion, 

US  and  ARVN  operation, 

(b)  B/6-11  remained  on  LZ  S/.N  JUAN  (BS  634130)  during  the  entire  period 
'•1th  priority  0*  firos  to  *he  4-3  Inf,  The  battery  also  hat  the  mission  cf 
interdicting  hiyh  spool  approaches  into  the  SOi.G  VE  V.'.LLEY, 

(o)  C/6-11  provide!  priority  of  *ire»  to  1-20,  3-1  and  4-21  Inf  during 
tha  period.  On  8  November  1969,  4  ho'd.tsera  returned  to  LZ  BRC-'CC  (3S  7 1 2 3~‘ C  / 
to  1*2  iJUC  (BS  761471)  to  support  exploitation  of  an  ARCH 3  (T  strike.  Or. 

16  December  1969,  the  3  howitzers  relumed  te  LZ  3R0I.00,  The  battery  attacked 
nunr'roua  personnel  targets  in  the  11th  Inf  Ido's  coastal  lo*-'  l*nds  which 
were  acquired  by  the  DPS-25  Ground  Surveillance  Radar  and  IOS  loc'tod  or. 

OP  3  (BS  754421). 

(d)  D/6-11  gave  priority  o*  *ires  to  the  3-1  Inf  during  the  period. 

On  27  November  1969  ,  4  howitzers  moved  *rcm  FSB  411  (BS  547730)  to  HA 
THANH  Special  Forces  Camp  (3S  332701)  in  mioport  0*  3-1  Inf  operation  south 
and  southeast  of  HA  T  !AAHt  On  4  D^cojabnj*  1969,  the  4  hov,lts«»rs  -oturned 

to  FSB  411,  On  7  December  1^69,  2  howitzer*  movod  *rom  FOB  ’’11  to  NG..IA 
HiJiH  (BS  615 642)  to  support  combined  US  and  f’lVN  exploitation  of  an  >'UC- 
LIuiiT  strike.  On  19  December  1969,  the  2  howitzer#  returned  te  FSB  411, 

TCi®  battery  attacked  num- -on 3  personnel  targets  south  or  the  30 KG  TRA 
.LiUC  iIVSR  vhich  were  aco  'ired  by  the  TPS-25  Ground  Su^eillancp  R»d*r 
and  IOS  located  on  OP  1  (3S  516779)., 

(4)  The  1st  Battalion,  3?d  Artillery  provided  general  support  reinfor¬ 
cing  fires  for  CZ.1ZVA  Pi.tLI,  .,fUT’CKET  BEACH  .nd  IRON  uOUST.IW  .O'#, 

(a)  A/1-82  provided  g«ne-sl  support  reinforcing  *ims  for  th*»  1-14 
Artillery  with  hour  howitzers  et  LZ  uOTTIE  (9S  *>31353 )  and  two  ho-ltt^r* 
at  LZ  GATOR  (BS  572962). 
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(b)  B/l-32  provided  general  1  'rt  reinforcing  'ir^s  ror  the  6-11 

Artillery  ”ith  four  howitzers  -.t  --  9JPT  (3S  70 5609 )  ->nd  two  howitzers 
at  LZ  STImSON  (3S  539325), 

(e)  C/1-82  provided  goner'’ 1  support  min  forcing  fires  for  the  6-11 

Artillery  with  'our  howitzers  at  i-3  LIZ  (3S  753'>32)  and  two  howitzers  at 
LZ  DLJBIE  (BS  569319), 

(d)  D/1-82  provided  general  support  reinforcing  riro.s  for  the  1-14 

Artillery  from  ^  D0TTI5,  On  7  Dee''">ber  1969,  two  howitzers  moved  to  ±-Z 
BhOi.CO  (BS  312391)  and  provided  general  support  reinforcing  riros  for  the 
6-11  Artillery. 

(5)  The  3d  Battalion,  1 'th  Artillerv  provided  general  support  reinforcing 
support  in  the  FuiGErtlCl  .iIll  i.0t 

(a)  A/3-16  provided  general  support  minrorcing  fires  to  3-32  Artillery 
"ith  three  howitzers  at  Hi.WK  .llJ—L  (BT  224311)  and  three  howitzers  at  LZ 
V'SST  (AT  9902 50 ) . 

(b)  B/3-16  provided  general  support  rein ‘“orcin?  ''ires  to  3-32  Artillery 
from  TIEN  r.tUOC  (BT  114135).  On  30  November  1969,  two  howitzers  moved  from 
TI  11  PuOUC  (BT  14135  to  hAU  DUC  (0T  071061).  On  10  December  1969,  the  two 
howitzers  returned  to  TIEll  P.iUOC,  During  the  period  13  thru  20  November 
1969,  provided  direct  support  for  ‘he  USASF  Detachment  at  TIEN  P.iUOC. 

(c)  C/3-I6  provided  gemral  support  reinforcing  '“ires  te  1-14  Artillery 
from  FSB  FAT  CITY  (BT  437075).  On  7  January  1970,  tw„-  howitzers  moved  from 
FAT  CITY  to  TAu  *£Y  (BT  292?30). 

(6)  The  3d  Battalion,  19th  Artillery  provided  general  support  '’ires 
'or  the  Amerie«l  T/.OI, 

(ft)  A/3-I8  supported  operations  in  tho  jEmSVA  PilAK  AO  from  LZ  CliiDY 
(BS  342983)  during  the  entire  period.  The  batt^rv  also  supported  the  Special 
'omes  operations  around  TTA  BONG  (BS  342383).  and  gave  defensive  support 
to  dA  T.iAll  Spec‘.»l  forces  Camp  (iaS  332701), 

(b)  B/3-18  supported  operations  in  tho  FREDERICK  .iliX  AC  from  FSB 

TIEN  PdUOC  (ST  11»'135)  during  the  entire  period.  The  battery  °Iso  supported 
the  Special  Forces  operations  around  TEN  PuUOC  ?nd  gave  defensive  support 
to  a.'U  Dl’C  Special  Forces  Camp  (BT  072061), 

La)  C/3-19  supported  operations  in  the  I BON  .iOUhTAIN  AC  from  LZ  CRUNCH 
(JS  534515)  during  the  entire  period,  Tho  battery  also  supported  the  Special 
Forces  operations  around  *iINH  LONG  and  gave  defensive  support  to  SATO  and 
GIA  VUC  Spscial  Forces  Dumps, 

d.  Ammunition  expenditures  by  caliber  for  the  period  1  November  1969 
to  31  January  19?0i 
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n,  Counteroortsr  Radar  Detachment 

(1)  The  251st  FA  Detachment  (Du  Radar)  remained  at  OP  1  (BS  519778) 
where  it  covered  LZ  5TL.S0N  flnd  ■'SB  411  (83  5^0730).  The  Dot-u:hm"nt 
participated  in  re  ’istrations  “"or  artillery  units  that  ’’ere  ’■  i thin  r’nge, 

(2)  The  252d  FA  Detachment  ( C*i  R*d«r)  was  located  at  AR»IwJ ERx  ;ILu 
(OT  511040)  with  primary  sector  or  seen  to  the  west  into  the  northern  rcc'tet 
pocket.  This  unit  assisted  artillery  units  located  at  OZ  »•«» T  CITx  md 

LZ  GATOR  to  fire  precision  registrations, 

f,  Ground  Surveillance  Radar  Detachments 

(1)  Tho  organic  Ah/T?S  25  radar  remained  at  OP  1  (3S  51 6778)#  The 
center  of  sector  was  west  over  the  SOwG  TRA  ii.iUC  River,  L»rce  groups  or 
enemy  were  consistenlv  detected,  '■’ven  when  activity  v«s  at  a  low  lovol  ir. 
the  Division  T/.OI, 

(2)  The  2?lst  FA  Detachment  (Radar)  remained  at  OP  3  (3S  754''2l). 

Largs  groups  of  enemy  were  consistently  de*"cted,  even  ”hon  activit/’  w»s  it 
a  low  level  in  the  Division  TAOI, 

g,  Quad  50  Machine  Guns 

Battery  G,‘  55th  Artillery  (wG)  has  been  deployed  throughout  the  America! 
Division  T.'OI  with  the  primary  mission  of  supporting  the  ground  -’"fansiya 
plans  of  the  division  fire  bases.  The  unit  assists  in  fi”e  base,  install- 
ation,  convoy  and  road  security, 

h,  Searchlights 

During  the  period  the  3d  Fit,  3sttery  G,  29th  /  rtill  rv  (SJ-T)  w-s  deplovr-d 
throughout  tho  division  T'OI,  The  pl»toon  enhance'*  the  security  o'  isolated 
fire  bases  by  providing  battlefield  illumination  and  assisting  in  t»rgot 
senuisition,  The  platoon  was  ’Iso  used  to  provide  navi  ■a*ional  assistance 
to  the  supported  units.  When  possible,  the  searchlights  war"  co-loe"f"d  ’  ith 
Multiple  eal  ibor  ,50  machinogun  founts  to  assist  in  target  acquisition  ™nd 
imivjdiato  engagement  o'*  the  targets  during  the  period  o'  reduced  il-umina» ’.od. 
The  searchlights  c"n  be  used  in  either  the  visible  1  i-’ht.  or  'rirra  red  mode, 

i,  Hetrologic»l  Stations 

(l)  During  the  period  the  1st  Brigade,  lOlst  Ai^>orn*  Division  motre- 
lorica.l  station  rotvined  .at  -Z  3Tv0i.C0  (3S  SI2390),  This  station  r»main-d 
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OPCON  to  the  6-11  Artillery  Battalion  where  It  provided  metro  data  to  these 
unite  located  In  the  aouthern  part  of  the  Amerlcal  Division  TAOI. 

(2)  During  the  period  the  3-18  Artillery  Battalion  metrological  station 
remained  at  ARTY  HILL  (BS  515042)  where  It  provided  metro  data  to  those  units 
In  the  central  part  of  the  Araer,"■,  Division  TAOI. 

(3)  During  the  period  the  Artillery  Battalion  metrologK  .1  station 

remained  at  HAWK  HILL  (BT  224313  ere  It  provided  metro  data  to  those  units 

In  the  northern  part  of  the  Amen  <  Division  TAOI.  On  19  November  1969, 
the  meterologlcal  staMon  moved  1  ju  HAWK  HILL  to  TIEN  PHUOC  (BTl  14135) 
where  it  provided  metro  data  to  tbose  units  In  the  northern  part  of  the 
Amerlcal  Division  TAOI. 

2.  (U)  Section  2:  Lessons  Learned:  Consnander '  s  Observations,  Evaluations 

and  Recooraendatlons: 

a.  Personnel:  Omitted 

b.  Intelligence:  Omitted 

c.  Operations: 

(1)  Subject:  Use  of  VT  fuses  on  defensive  targets. 

(a)  Observation:  The  use  of  8-inch  VT  fuses  on  defensive  targets  were 
found  to  be  more  affective  than  time  fuses. 

(b)  Evaluation:  One  battery  experienced  excellent  results  firing  fuse 
VT  at  short  ranges.  Defensive  targets  were  fired  In  using  fuse  VT  with  a 
fuse  setting  of  2  seconds.  Ranges  from  700  meters  to  2000  meters  were  used 
with  excellent  low  air  bursts  at  all  ranges.  Time  fuses  were  used  at  the 
same  ranges  with  satisfactory  results,  however,  several  early  bursts  occurrad. 
The  area  between  the  battery  and  the  target  was  open  and  dry,  thus  giving 

the  VT  fuse  little  chance  to  activate  early. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  fuse  VT  be  considered  for  use  with  defensive 
fires. 

(2)  Subject:  50  Caliber  Kachlnagun  Defensive  Positions. 

(a)  Observation:  50  Caliber  Hachlneguns  can  be  employed  most  effective 
outside  a  bunker  complex. 

(b)  Evaluation:  One  battery  placed  *helr  50  Caliber  Hachlneguns  on 

tripods  In  6  prefab  bunkers -along  the  perimeter.  The  fields  of  fire  were 
good  and  Interlocking  fires  from  bunker  to  bunker  was  achieved,  however, 
the  noise  created  by  the  firing  ; .  vad  to  be  almost  unbearable.  An  attempt 
to  bolt  the  tripod  to  the  bunker  ved  fruitless.  H-6  Kachlnegun  jeep 

mounts  were  finally  used  and  prov<  most  effective,  however,  there  was 
still  a  noise  problem.  A  eolutloi  -o  the  problem  was  to  build  a  secondary 

7 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


position  behind  the  bunker.  A  4  to  6  foot  platform  was  constructed  without 
overhead  cover,  thus  employing  the  weapon  simlllar  to  Quad  50'a  with  > 
all  capabilities. 

(c)  Recommendations:  That  50  Caliber  Machine gun  defensive  positions  h 
built  without  overhead  cover. 

d.  Organisation:  Omitted 

a.  Training: 

(l)  Subject:  USMC  Combined  Action  Platoon  (CAP)  Training 

(a)  Observation:  Few  artillery  fire  missions  were  requested  by  CAPs 
because  team  members  were  Inexperienced  and  lacked  confidence  In  the  capabi 
lty  of  artillery  to  support  them. 

(b)  Evaluation:  US  Army  forward  observers  conducted  training  in  the 
adjustment  of  artillery  fire  for  CAP  teaau.  The  observers  remained  over¬ 
night  with  the  CAP  teams  and  demonstrated  with  live  fire  the  capabilities 
and  limitations  of  artillery.  Typical  Instruction  consisted  of  a  2  hour 
lecture,  4  hours  of  service  practice  and  continuous  examples  of  ways  to 
uaa  artillery.  The  Instructors  emphasised  rapid  response  against  Heat!:.* 
targets  of  opportunity,  planning  of  defensive  fires  and  the  importance  of 
reporting  surveillance.  Forward  observers  returned  to  each  CAP  element 
monthly  to  conduct  additional  classes  and  service  practice.  The  results 
have  been  fruitful.  Artillery  units  are  now  attacking  enemy  targets  more 
frequently  and  with  significant  results.  USMC  CAP*  ere  Ideally  located  to 
detect  and  attack  with  artillery  those  targets  otherwise  too  large  to  engag 
or  too  fleeting  to  Justify  air  strikes  or  gunshlps. 

(c)  Recommendations:  That  artillery  units  employ  USMC  CAP  training 
assistance  programs  whenever  possible. 

f.  Logistics:  Omitted 

g.  Conun  teat  Ions: 

(1)  Subject:  Wire  Communications 

(a)  Observation:  Wire  communication  to  the  gun  pits  of  a  8"/I75n*r  gun 
battery  normally  work  better  on  separate  lines. 

(b)  Evaluation:  One  battery  «*t  up  their  "hot  loops"  by  platoon.  One 
loop  to  the  8"  platoon  end  one  to  the  175am  platoon.  The  slrmlng  circle  v.i 
on  both  Unas.  Since  601  of  the  battery  targets  were  attacked  by  one  gun. 
the  platoon  hot  loop  was  found  to  be  Impractical.  By  simply  running  »epar.i 
lines  to  each  gun  and  to  the  slrmlng  circle,  both  sections  were  not  alerted 
on  ell  fire  missions. 
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(c)  Reconmendat ton :  The  8"/175mm  units  use  separate  land  lines  to  their 
gun  pits. 

h.  Materiel:  Omitted 

i.  Other:  Omitted 

uS' 

LiiSLli:  3.  .1A1IDY 
Colonel,  ?a 
Commending 
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CC££ 
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Washington,  D.C.  20310 
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Division,  APO  SF  96374 

4-5  Commander-In-Chief,  DS  Army  Pacific,  aTTNi  GPOP-DT,  i.PO  96558 

6-8  Com.tianding  General,  DC  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN}  AViiGC-DST, 

APO  96374 

9-10  Com ’ending  General,  Americ»l  Division,  ATTN  1  AVDF-JC,  APO  96374 

11-24  Commanding  General,  America 1  Division,  ATTwj  AVDF-riL, 

APO  96374' 

25  CO,  6th  Battalion,  11th  Artillery,  APO  962I7 

26  CO,  i8t  3attalion,  14th  Artillery,  APO  96219 

27  CO,  3d  Battalion,  l'th  Artillery,  APO  96374 

28  CO,  3d  Battalion,  13th  Artillery,  APO  96374 

29  CO,  lst  Battalion,  )?d  Artillery,  APO  9637'' 

30  CO,  3d  Battalion,  3?d  Artillery,  APO  96256 

31-35  File,  Div  Arty  5-3 
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AVDF-HL  (15  Feb  70)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECTi  Operational  Report  Lessons  Learned  (Amerlcal  division  Ax-tiVUry)  (J) 

DA,  Headquarters,  Aaerieal  Division,  AfO  96374  h  MAR  70 

TO i  Commanding  General,  United  States  Amy  Vietnam,  ATTN:  aVHGC-luT, 

APO  96375 

1,  (U)  Forwarded  herewith  is  the  subject  report  of  the  Americal  division 
Artillery  for  the  period  1  Nov  69  -  31  Jan  70. 

2.  (C)  This  Headquarters  concurs  with  observations  and  recommend at inn* 
contained  in  the  basic  communication  with  one  exception.  The  statement 
found  in  the  first  sentence  of  paragraph  b,  j age  2,  should  read  four  rxin 
operations  rather  than  five  main  operations. 

FOR  THE  COllJlNDdR 


£  M.  LuMli 

/  JOE  JOYCE 
ffi'1  Cl  T,  *GC 
U  Asst  AG 


QVXp&C 


MWMtAM  AT  3  YIAI  WlttVAlS; 
MCUSSfB  AHBM3  YIAH 
NIMS300.M 
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AVHGC-DST  (15  Feb  70)  2d  Ind 

SUBJICTi  Operational  Report  -  Ltuoni  Learned,  Aaerical  Division  Artillery 
Period  Mdlng  31  January  1970,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

HIADQUARTIRS,  UKITSD  STAHS  ARMY  VIETNAM,  APO  Sen  Francisco  96375  1  5  MAR  "370 

TOi  Coaaander  in  Chief,  United  States  Arsy,  Pacific,  ATBit  GPQP-DT, 

APO  96558 

This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for 
the  qaarterly  period  ending  31  January  1970,  froa  Headquarters,  Aaerlc&l 
Division  Artillery  and  concurs  with  the  consents  of  indorsing  headquarters. 

FOR  THE  COKMANTCRi 


Cy  furni  Assistant  Adjutant  General 

Aserioal  Div  ARTY 
HQ  Aasrical  Div 
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GPOP-DT  (15  Feb  70)  3d  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  America!  Division  Artillery  for 
Period  Ending  31  January  1970,  RCS  C3FOR-65  (R2) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Franciaco  96558  31  MAR  'V" 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 

C.  t.  SHOfff 
CFT,  AOC 
Aut  AG 
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Operational  Report  «  Leaaona  Learned,  HQ,  Anerical  Dlvlaion  Artillery 


«.  o«»e •»»»■*«  mtu  (Trm  m  mm  «m  totoin  mhj 

eriencea  of  unit  enaiaed  in  counterinsurgency  operations,  1  Nov  69  to  31  Jan  70. 


|.  AUfMO 


CO,  Anerical  Diviaion  Artillery 
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